The Scholarly Contributions of Teresa Méendez-Faith to Hispanic-
American and Paraguayan Literary Studies®

Teresa Méndez-Faith stands as a distinguished figure in the realm of
Hispanic-American literary studies, particularly recognized for her extensive work
on Paraguayan literature and her influential Spanish language textbooks. As a
retired professor of Spanish, her career has been marked by a dedicated
commitment to both the pedagogy of language acquisition and the scholarly
exploration of literary traditions, with a special emphasis on the often-understudied
area of Paraguayan letters. This report aims to provide a comprehensive overview
of her life, academic career, significant publications, and the lasting impact she has
had on her fields of expertise.

Born in Asuncion, Paraguay, in the mid-20th century, Teresa Méndez-Faith's
early life was profoundly shaped by the political circumstances of her time . Her
father, Epifanio Méndez Fleitas, was a notable figure in Paraguayan society . From
the age of nine, her life became a series of exiles, initially within Paraguay and
later extending to Montevideo, Uruguay, and ultimately to the United States . This
early experience of displacement likely fostered a deep connection to the themes of
exile, which would later become a central focus in her scholarly work on
Paraguayan literature. Her personal history mirrors the narratives she explored in
her seminal book, Paraguay: Novela y Exilio, suggesting a profound, lived
understanding of the subject matter.

Her formal education culminated in the United States, where she completed
her university studies . In 1979, she earned her PhD from the University of
Michigan . Obtaining a doctorate from a highly regarded institution such as the
University of Michigan provided her with a robust academic foundation, essential
for her subsequent career in academia and her scholarly endeavors. It is reasonable
to assume that her doctoral research laid the groundwork for her later
specialization in Paraguayan literature.

For a significant portion of her career, Teresa Méndez-Faith served as a
professor of Hispanic-American literature at Saint Anselm College in New
Hampshire . Her long tenure at this institution underscores a dedicated academic
career focused on teaching and scholarly inquiry within her area of expertise. Her
commitment to education and her impact on students were recognized in 1990
when she received the AAUP "Teacher of the Year" prize at the college . That
same Yyear, she was also honored with the "Sears-Roebuck Foundation Teaching
Excellence and Campus Leadership Award" . These accolades, officially
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documented by Saint Anselm College, highlight her exceptional abilities as an
educator and her leadership within the academic community . Such recognition,
often based on peer review and student feedback, signifies her standing as a
respected and effective instructor.

A cornerstone of Teresa Méndez-Faith's scholarly contributions lies in her
extensive work on Paraguayan literature. Her 1985 publication, Paraguay: Novela
y Exilio, stands as a significant contribution to this field, recognized by the New
England Council of Latin American Studies as the "Book of the year" in 1985 .
This prestigious award underscores the book's scholarly merit and its impact on the
field as acknowledged by her peers. In the prologue to the book, Rubén Bareiro
Saguier emphasizes its value in providing a profound and coherent explanation of
the Paraguayan literary process, particularly through the lens of exile . Saguier
highlights the significant influence of exile on Paraguayan literature, noting that a
substantial portion of its literary output has been produced by those living abroad.
He also emphasizes the book's exploration of the relationship between Paraguayan
culture and society, where literature serves as a reflection of historical events and
writers are acutely aware of their role in serving life through their art. Recognizing
a previous lack of a comprehensive study on Paraguayan literature, Méndez-Faith's
work aimed to fill this gap by analyzing the works of two prominent contemporary
Paraguayan narrative writers, Gabriel Casaccia and Augusto Roa Bastos, both of
whom experienced exile . Her analysis focuses on the significance of these writers'
works within the context of Paraguayan society and the pervasive experience of
exile. This focus on Casaccia and Roa Bastos, foundational figures in Paraguayan
narrative, positions Méndez-Faith's scholarship as central to understanding this
literary tradition.

Beyond her critical analysis, Teresa Méndez-Faith has made invaluable
contributions through her compilation of dictionaries and anthologies of
Paraguayan literature. Her Breve Diccionario de la Literatura Paraguaya,
published in various editions (1994, 1996, 2008), has become a key reference work
in the field . The fourth edition, containing 433 entries, was published by
Intercontinental, demonstrating the continued growth and relevance of this project .
The dictionary serves as a bio-bibliographical record of Paraguayan poets,
narrators, playwrights, and essayists, both past and present . Its positive reception
and multiple editions indicate its significant value in disseminating knowledge
about Paraguayan literature . Notably, it includes writers from diverse backgrounds
and artistic movements, including those who write in Guarani, the indigenous
language of Paraguay . Complementing this work is her Breve Antologia de la
Literatura Paraguaya, also published in several editions (1994, 1998, 2004),
which provides exemplary texts from major Paraguayan literary genres, including
poetry, narrative, theatre, and essay . By offering primary source material



alongside biographical information in the dictionary, Méndez-Faith has created
resources that are particularly valuable for researchers and students of Paraguayan
literature. Furthermore, she has edited other genre-specific anthologies, such as
Poesia Paraguaya de Ayer y de Hoy, Narrativa Paraguaya de Ayer y de Hoy,
Teatro Paraguayo de Ayer y de Hoy, Crénicas y Ensayos Paraguayos de Ayer y de
Hoy, and Literatura Infanto-Juvenil Paraguaya de Ayer y de Hoy . Organized by
genre and spanning multiple volumes, these anthologies demonstrate a
comprehensive effort to showcase the breadth and depth of Paraguayan literary
production, allowing for focused study of different facets of its literary history.

The significance of Teresa Méndez-Faith's contributions to the promotion of
Paraguayan literature is further underscored by the recognition she has received
from the Paraguayan literary community itself. In December 1999, the Society of
Paraguayan Writers (SEP) awarded her an "Honorary Diploma" for her dedicated
work in disseminating their nation's literature . This award from the national
literary society of Paraguay highlights the profound impact of her efforts in
bringing Paraguayan literature to a wider audience. Additionally,
PortalGuarani.com, a prominent online platform for Paraguayan culture and
literature, has expressed its gratitude for her excellent work in this field . This
acknowledgment from an influential online resource further emphasizes her reach
and impact in making Paraguayan literature accessible to a broader readership in
the digital age.

In addition to her scholarly pursuits, Teresa Méndez-Faith has also made
significant contributions to Spanish language pedagogy through her co-authorship
of several widely used textbooks. The En contacto series, co-authored with Mary
McVey Gill and Brenda Wegmann, has gone through multiple editions and
includes various components such as Gramatica en accion, Lecturas Intermedias,
workbooks, lab manuals, and instructor resources . The longevity of this series,
evidenced by its numerous editions, indicates its continued relevance and
widespread adoption in Spanish language education at the university level. The
series emphasizes communication and integrates contemporary Hispanic culture
through its language and literature . This suggests that En contacto has had a
substantial impact on how intermediate university Spanish is taught and learned.
She also co-authored Hablemos Espanol with Mary McVey Gill, a textbook used
for introductory Spanish courses . As an introductory text, Hablemos Espanol has
likely played a crucial role in the initial language learning experiences of many
students. Another significant contribution to language pedagogy is the Panoramas
Literarios series, which includes volumes on both Latin American and Peninsular
Spanish literature, co-authored with Beverly Mayne Kienzle and Mary-Ann
Vetterling . Designed for upper-level courses, these anthologies introduce students
to major literary figures and movements from the Middle Ages to the present,



emphasizing literary analysis and historical-cultural context . The inclusion of
works by women authors in these volumes is also noteworthy . Positive reviews of
the Panoramas Literarios series highlight their engaging readings and helpful
translation notes . These textbooks have undoubtedly been influential in shaping
the curriculum for advanced Spanish literature courses. Additionally, she authored
Nuevos contextos: Doce cuentistas contemporaneos de Hispanoamérica, an
anthology of contemporary Hispanic-American short stories, and Con Textos.
Literarios Hispanoamericanos, further demonstrating her commitment to
providing resources for the study of Hispanic-American literature . Her extensive
co-authorships suggest a collaborative approach to textbook writing, likely
drawing upon diverse expertise to create comprehensive and effective learning
materials.

Title Co-author(s) Focus Editions

En contacto Mary McVey Gill, |Intermediate Multiple
Brenda Wegmann |University Spanish

Hablemos Espanol |Mary McVey Gill [Introductory Multiple

Spanish Course

Panoramas Upper-Level Latin [Multiple

Literarios America American Literature

Hispana

Panoramas Beverly Mayne Upper-Level Multiple

Literarios Espana [Kienzle, Mary-Ann |Peninsular Spanish
\Vetterling Literature

Nuevos contextos: Contemporary

Doce cuentistas Hispanic-American

contemporaneos de Short Stories

Hispanoamerica

Con Textos. Hispanic-American

Literarios Literary Anthology

Hispanoamericanos

This overview underscores her significant impact on Spanish language
pedagogy through the creation and widespread adoption of these textbooks.
Teresa Méndez-Faith's scholarly achievements have been further recognized
through numerous awards and distinctions. She was awarded two postgraduate
scholarships from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) . These
prestigious scholarships acknowledge the significant scholarly merit and potential
of her research. Additionally, she was honored with the Distinguished Service
Award from the AATSP (American Association of Teachers of Spanish and
Portuguese) . This award from a major professional organization in the field



signifies her long-standing dedication and significant contributions to the teaching
of Spanish and Portuguese.

The impact and legacy of Teresa Méndez-Faith are evident in her significant
contributions to both Paraguayan literary studies and Spanish language pedagogy.
Her books, particularly Paraguay: Novela y Exilio, along with her comprehensive
dictionaries and anthologies, serve as foundational resources for the study of
Paraguayan literature . Her work has played a crucial role in bringing Paraguayan
literature to a broader academic audience, thereby addressing its historical
underrepresentation within the broader field of Latin American literary studies. She
has been instrumental in establishing Paraguayan literature as a recognized and
respected area of scholarly inquiry. In the realm of Spanish language pedagogy,
her co-authored textbooks, including the En contacto and Panoramas Literarios
series, have been widely adopted in university-level Spanish courses, shaping the
language learning experiences of countless students . Her involvement with the AP
Spanish exam further underscores her influence on curriculum development and
assessment practices in Spanish language education at the high school level. While
specific citation metrics are not available within the provided material, the
presence of her textbooks in university syllabi and mentions in scholarly articles
suggest that her work is consulted and acknowledged by other academics in the
field. Her professional website and listings on platforms like Amazon and
WorldCat further indicate the visibility and accessibility of her publications. The
inclusion of her works in academic syllabi and scholarly discussions confirms her
significant contribution to academic discourse in her areas of expertise.

In conclusion, Teresa Méndez-Faith has had a distinguished and
multifaceted career as a professor, author of influential textbooks, and a leading
scholar in the field of Paraguayan literature. Her key contributions have
significantly advanced both the teaching of Spanish language and the academic
recognition of Paraguayan literary works. Her lasting legacy lies in her role in
shaping the field of Hispanic-American literary studies, particularly in relation to
the often-overlooked literary traditions of Paraguay.
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